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Grade 7, Unit 3 Pre-assessment 
 

Identify Yourself 

 You might have heard about identity theft: it’s what can happen when a thief gets 

enough of someone’s information to commit fraud.  Why should people care about it?  

Because recovering a stolen identity can be a time-consuming and expensive process. 

 Imagine that someone pretends to be you: they use your name; they even 

convince businesses that they’re you and they open a credit card in your name, get a 

cell phone in your name, or buy things using checks or a credit card that have your 

name on them. 

 ID thieves can be creative about getting your information.  There are some low-

tech ways they get it: sometimes they steal garbage, going through it to find personal 

information, or they steal mail.  Of course, it’s illegal to steal mail—and to steal your 

identity. 

 There are high-tech ways, too: ID thieves might put software onto your computer 

without you knowing it—it can happen when you open an email attachment, click on a 

pop-up ad, or download some music files, for example.  The software, called spyware or 

malware, lets a thief see everything on your computer, track where you go, and record 

everything you type on your computer. 

 Unfortunately, even if you’re really careful with your personal information, thieves 

can still get people’s personal information.  Sometimes, they hack into computer 

systems at stores or schools, hospitals or businesses.  They look for personal 

information to use or sell to other thieves. 

 It’s pretty easy for you and your family to make it harder for a thief to steal your 

identity.  You can start with the low-tech defenses: being careful with your mail and 

garbage.  If your family doesn’t have a shredder, you might want to get one.  Tell your 

parents to shred anything that has personal information on it before they throw it away. 

 And be sure to take care with your purse, your wallet, or your backpack.  It’s 

especially important not to carry your Social Security card with you.  Keep it in a safe, 

locked place at home. 

 Practice some routine higher-tech defensive plays, too: protect your computer by 

installing and turning on an up-to date firewall alone with anti-spyware and anti-virus 



software.  Once you’re online, be careful with your personal information.  Some sites 

might ask for a credit card number—maybe for something you’re buying, maybe as 

proof of age.  Ask yourself if they really need that number.  If your answer is yes, stop 

and check.  Before you type in your number, look for the closed lock icon in the lower 

right-hand corner of the screen, and look for the URL that starts with https://.  These are 

two ways to tell if a site is secure. 

 When you get email or pop-ups on your computer, don’t respond automatically.  

Emails that ask you to reply or click a link to “update your account” or “avoid 

cancellation: could be thieves trying to trick you into giving them your personal 

information.  It’s a technique called “phishing,” because the thieves are fishing for your 

information.  Pop-ups for free downloads or screensavers could be spyware in disguise; 

clicking them could let someone see what you do and where you go online.  Stop and 

think before you click—it could help keep your information private, and keep spyware off 

your computer. 

 

 

1.  a) Which statement best expresses the author's view of identity theft? 
 

A. Identity theft will eventually be stopped as computer software becomes 
more sophisticated. 

B. Identity theft is a serious threat that can generally be prevented with a few 
simple habits. 

C. Identity theft happens more commonly to adults because they are typically 
less familiar with computers. 

D. Identity theft is an uncontrollable consequence of the amount of personal 
information that is shared through computers in today’s world.  

   

1. b) Underline a phrase or sentence from the passage that supports this point 
of view. Mark the sentence with the number 1. 

 

 

2. a) This passage suggests that: 
 

A. You are only at risk for identity theft when you use the internet. 
B. It is very difficult for ID thieves to commit fraud. 
C. Anyone can have their identity stolen. 
D. There is no way to tell if a website is safe. 

 



 
2. b) Underline a phrase or sentence from the passage that supports your 

answer. Mark the sentence with the number 2. 
 

 

Essential Questions 

 

3. How can readers determine an author’s point of view or purpose? 
 

_____________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________  

 

 

 

 

4. What strategies strengthen and support argumentative essays? 
 

_____________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Constructed Response 

The national Bureau of Justice Statistics reports that in 2010, 8.6 million households in 

the United States had at least one member who was a victim of identity theft. Of these 

households, more than 60% involved misuse of a credit card account.  

Because credit card fraud is so common, some people believe that the best way to 

prevent identity theft is not to use credit cards. 

How do you think the author of the passage would react to this information? 

Do you believe that point of view is correct or incorrect? 

Your response should: 
 

• discuss what the passage suggests about identity theft  
• evaluate how the author would likely react to the information about credit 
card fraud 
• discuss your opinion of identity theft and credit card fraud 
• include relevant supporting details from the passage  
• introduce your claim, support it with reasons, and include a logical  
conclusion  
• present your ideas clearly and logically  
• use correct spelling, punctuation, and grammar  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Scoring Guide: Grade 7, Unit 3 pre-assessment 

 

1a)  B 
 
1b) “It’s pretty easy for you and your family to make it harder for a thief to 
steal your identity.” (Line 22) – or any other reasonable response 
 
2a)  C 
 
2b) “Unfortunately, even if you’re really careful with your personal 
information, thieves can still get people’s personal information.” (Line18) – 
or any other reasonable response. 
 

 

 

Questions 3 and 4 are the standards-based Essential Questions for the unit. 
Review responses to determine what students already know and understand. 
 

 

 Constructed Response – Use the rubric below. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Construct 

Measured 

Score Point 4 Score Point 3 Score Point 2 Score Point 1 Score Point 0 

Reading: 

comprehension 

of key ideas 

and details 

 

The response provides 

an accurate analysis of 

what the text says 

explicitly and 

inferentially and cites 

convincing textual 

evidence to support 

the analysis, showing 

full comprehension of 

complex ideas 

expressed in the 

text(s). 

 

 

Specific scoring 

notes: Student 

response accurately 

discusses issues of 

identity theft and 

credit card fraud. 

Student response 

discusses how the 

author would respond 

to the statistics using 

relevant details from 

the passage.  

 

 

 

The response provides 

an accurate analysis of 

what the text says 

explicitly and 

inferentially and cites 

textual evidence to 

support the analysis, 

showing extensive 

comprehension of 

ideas expressed in the 

text(s). 

 

 

 

Specific scoring 

notes: Student 

response discusses 

issues of identity 

theft and credit card 

fraud. Student 

response discusses 

how the author would 

respond but does not 

adequately support the 

claim with details 

from the passage.  

The response provides 

a mostly accurate 

analysis of what the 

text says explicitly or 

inferentially and cited 

textual evidence, 

shows a basic 

comprehension of 

ideas expressed in the 

text(s). 

 

 

 

 

Specific scoring 

notes: Student 

response minimally 

or inaccurately 

discusses issues of 

identity theft and 

credit card fraud. 

Student response 

minimally addresses 

how the author would 

respond without 

including details from 

the passage.  

The response provides 

a minimally accurate 

or inaccurate analysis 

of what the text says, 

and cited textual 

evidence shows 

limited or inaccurate 

comprehension of 

ideas expressed in the 

text(s). 

 

 

 

 

Specific scoring 

notes: Student 

response merely 

restates ideas from the 

passage without 

discussing the 

statistics AND fails to 

clearly use evidence 

from the story to 

support what the 

author would believe 

regarding identity theft 

and credit card fraud. 

No response; or the 

response is 

 

 unintelligible or 

undecipherable 

 not written in 

English 

 too limited to 

evaluate. 

 
 

 

Writing: 

development 

of ideas 

The response 

addresses the prompt 

and provides effective 

and comprehensive 

development of the 

claim, topic and/or 

narrative elements by 

using clear and 

convincing reasoning, 

details, text-based 

evidence, and/or 

description; the 

development is 

consistently 

appropriate to the task, 

purpose, and audience. 

The response 

addresses the prompt 

and provides effective 

development of the 

claim, topic and/or 

narrative elements by 

using clear reasoning, 

details, text-based 

evidence, and/or 

description; the 

development is largely 

appropriate to the task, 

purpose, and audience. 

The response 

addresses the prompt 

and provides some 

development of the 

claim, topic and/or 

narrative elements by 

using some reasoning, 

details, text-based 

evidence, and/or 

description; the 

development is 

somewhat appropriate 

to the task, purpose, 

and audience. 

The response 

addresses the prompt 

and develops the 

claim, topic and/or 

narrative elements 

minimally by using 

limited reasoning, 

details, text-based 

evidence and/or 

description; the 

development is limited 

in its appropriateness 

to the task, purpose, 

and/or audience. 

No response; or the 

response is  

 

 unintelligible or 

undecipherable 

 not written in 

English 

 too limited to 

evaluate 

 



Writing: 

organization 

The response 

demonstrates 

purposeful coherence, 

clarity, and cohesion 

and includes a strong 

introduction, 

conclusion, and a 

logical, well-executed 

progression of ideas, 

making it easy to 

follow the writer’s 

progression of ideas. 
 

The response 

demonstrates a great 

deal of coherence, 

clarity, and cohesion, 

and includes an 

introduction, 

conclusion, and a 

logical progression of 

ideas, making it fairly 

easy to follow the 

writer’s progression of 

ideas. 

 

The response 

demonstrates some 

coherence, clarity, 

and/or cohesion, and 

includes an 

introduction, 

conclusion, and 

logically grouped 

ideas, making the 

writer’s progression of 

ideas usually 

discernible but not 

obvious. 

The response 

demonstrates limited 

or no coherence, 

clarity, and/or 

cohesion, making the 

writer’s progression of 

ideas somewhat or 

entirely unclear. 

 

No response; or the  

response is  

 

 unintelligible or 

undecipherable 

 not written in 

English 

 too limited to 

evaluate 

 

Writing: 

clarity of 

language 

 

 

The response 

establishes and 

maintains an effective 

style, while attending 

to the norms and 

conventions of the 

discipline.  The 

response uses precise 

language consistently, 

including descriptive 

words and phrases, 

sensory details, 

linking and 

transitional words, 

words to indicate tone, 

and/or domain-

specific vocabulary. 

The response 

establishes and 

maintains an effective 

style, while attending 

to the norms and 

conventions of the 

discipline.  The 

response uses mostly 

precise language, 

including descriptive 

words and phrases, 

sensory details, 

linking and 

transitional words, 

words to indicate tone, 

and/or domain-

specific vocabulary. 

The response 

establishes and 

maintains a mostly 

effective style, while 

attending to the norms 

and conventions of the 

discipline.  The 

response uses some 

precise language, 

including descriptive 

words and phrases, 

sensory details, 

linking and 

transitional words, 

words to indicate tone 

and/or domain-

specific vocabulary. 

The response has a 

style that has limited 

or impaired 

effectiveness, with 

limited or highly 

deficient awareness of 

the norms of the 

discipline.  The 

response includes 

limited if any 

descriptions, sensory 

details, linking or 

transitional words, 

words to indicate tone, 

or domain-specific 

vocabulary. 

No response; or the  

response is  

 

 unintelligible or 

undecipherable 

 not written in 

English 

  too limited to 

evaluate 

 

Writing: 

knowledge of 

language and 

conventions 

 

 

The response 

demonstrates 

command of the 

conventions of 

standard English 

consistent with 

effectively edited 

writing. Though there 

may be a few minor 

errors in grammar and 

usage, meaning is 

clear throughout the 

response. 

The response 

demonstrates a 

generally consistent 

command of the 

conventions of 

standard English. 

There are a few 

patterns of errors in 

grammar and usage 

that may infrequently 

impede understanding. 

The response 

demonstrates limited 

command of the 

conventions of 

standard English. 

There are multiple 

errors in grammar and 

usage demonstrating 

minimal control over 

language. There are 

multiple distracting 

errors in grammar and 

usage that sometimes 

impede understanding. 

The response 

demonstrates little or 

no command of the 

conventions of 

standard English. 

There are frequent and 

varied errors in 

grammar and usage, 

demonstrating little or 

no control over 

language. There are 

frequent distracting 

errors in grammar and 

usage that often 

impede understanding. 

No response; or the 

response is 

 unintelligible or 

undecipherable 

 not written in 

English 

 too limited to 

evaluate 

 

 


